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the Supreme Power, on the basis of our experience
on this planet of a strange mixture of evil and
good, seemed to involve the fallacy of resting an
infinite conclusion upon a finite experience in-
volving contradictory facts. When the solitary
datum is a suifering and morally disordered
world, how can we infer from this an omnipotent
and perfectly good God? This paralysed some
postulates in the natural theology of Chalmers ;
nor was full relief got from Bishop Butler, or
from Jonathan Edwards, two theological heroes
of the professor.

Butler's reverential submission to reality was
always refreshing. " Things are what they are ;
why then should we desire to be deceived ?"
His constant refrain of Supreme Moral Power
in the heart of things was the expression of
profound yet troubled faith. But the attempt to
release Christianity from the pressure of intel-
lectual and moral difficulties, by arguing that
similar difficulties are found in abundance in the
universe itself, as presented in our ordinary ex-
perience, was apt to aggravate instead of reliev-
ing the theistic perplexity. For the fundamental
difficulty was, the existence in the universe of

Eits being. Then, too,
